RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
lectures were wonderfully clear, and were read from beautifully written manuscript which he brought into the lecture-room in calico bags made by his wife. The lectures I attended were on his own researches on Lunar Theory. They had never been published and contained important additions to that theory. I think, however, reading a lecture deprives it of much of its charm : the reader is apt to be bored ; his mind is not so alert as if he had to frame his sentences as he went along, or rack his memory to reproduce them, and if he is lecturing to students he goes too quickly to allow them to take adequate notes. In particular, I think the dullest lectures are those read from the proof-sheets of a book which is passing through the press.
The lectures I enjoyed the most were those by Sir George Stokes on Light. For clearness of exposition, beauty and aptness of die experiments, I have never heard their equal. He had only the simplest apparatus at his command, no light but that of the sun, no assistant to help him. He prepared the experiments himself before the lecture and performed them himself in the lecture, and they always came off. His success was not obtained without much labour. His daughter, Mrs Humphry, in her biographical sketch prefixed to the Memoirs and Scientific Correspondence of Sir G. G. Stokes, edited by Sir Joseph Larmor, tells how preoccupied he was in the May Term not only with the experiments but also with the form of his lectures. His dependence on the sun obliged him to make hay while it shone, so that on bright days his lectures lasted far beyond the canonical hour. I remember on one occasion, long after my attendance at his lectures and when he was well over eighty, I met a batch of very hungry-looking students coming into the Cavendish
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